THE FIRST WORKS OF ART 


What qualities/characteristics must a social order 
have before those Homo sapiens therein who are ca- 
pable of bringing into existence "useless" autono- 
mous phenomena that are at the same time intrinsically 
interesting perceptually will be interested in so 
doing? Why for example did the Greeks in Ionia in 

the seventh and sixth centuries B.C. who were capable 

of bringing into existence "useless" phenomena that 
are at the same time intrinsically interesting per- 
ceptually become interested in so doing? What are the 
qualities/characteristics of a social order which 
encourages those Homo sapiens therein who are in- 
terested in and capable of creating works of art to 
bring into existence autonomous-aesthetic phenomena? 
What are the qualities/characteristics of a social 
order that is hostile to art/that makes a conscious 
effort to prevent those who are interested in and 
capable of bringing into existence "useless" phe- 
nomena that are at the same time intrinsically in- 
teresting perceptually from doing so? Why for example 
does Plato exclude poets from his ideal republic? [It 
is a well-known fact that Plato attacked literature 
and the arts and that he banished poets from his ideal 
republic because poets are too interested in empirical 
reality/in sensible phenomena (which are regarded by 
Plato as illusions/half-truths) and because they 
(poets) "distort" pure Forms by attempting to express 
them in terms of the senses. It is not a well-known fact 
that before he banishes the poets he annoints them 
with myrrh and crowns them with garlands. It is an 
even less well-known fact that poets are banished from 
Plato's ideal republic (1) because poets are not 
politically useful therein (2) because poetry can 
adversely influence the particular virtues that must 
be fostered for the maintenance of such an ideal 
commonwealth (in social orders in which excessive 
attention is devoted to art, life is inevitably judged 
by art/in terms of aesthetic standards) which means 
of course that poetry can have negative political 
consequences in the state envisioned by Plato.] What 
for example were the qualities/characteristics of the 
Third Republic in France which encouraged those Homo 
sapiens living in France at that time who were in- 
terested in and capable of bringing into existence 
"useless" autonomous phenomena that are at the same 
time intrinsically interesting perceptually to create 
works of art? Why for example were "useless" works 
of art not brought into existence during the Neolithic age? 





